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SALUTING
PIONEERS OF

THE

C E O | O N C L AVE NEW ideas for regional cooperation emerged at the

SAARC, Colombo Summit, and telcos pledged to

e — °©  create institutions for promoting cooperation




S&amf&gs telecommunications has been both a cause and an effect of what
-~ Tom Frigdman calls the flattening of the world. In the flat warld, geographical
boundaries are irrelevant; political boundaries are meaningless,

e W Indians, surprising as it may sound, have been very comfortable with
~ thisidea for long. India itseif has been a political countey for just about a few
~ hundred years, from the time the British ruled |t as a single nation; before that
it was a collection of small little kingdoms. But even then, citizes of these
kingdoms had no doubts whatsoever that they belonged to Bharat, What was
Bharat? It was an idea.

India has always been an idea first. When we started cﬂnceptuahzmg the:
150th issue, we did not want to dilute our Indianness of which we are
50 proud; but we never wanted to confine that !ndmnnness it to a set of
‘boundaries. S0 we decided tuﬂanus—nn D&DNE*-DEQP[& who have made
: crﬂhniﬂhutmns 1o telecom not just within the political boundarles of India but
- anywhere in the world, For. Inn‘rana, ﬁ’a&uﬁna {ﬁm earm} I8, anyway, one
ktsttimi (family). ¥
These personalities belong t tu various ﬁecﬁuns of the industry, society. and
: gut.rémmen‘.t They range from technologlsts to bureaucrats 1o politicians.

Together, they will tell you a sti:nr:r,r af te[mmrr-—sema af it unveiling in New
Delhi; some in New Jersey. sﬁme*’m Eang&lnre and some in Boston. Happy
_FlBEthngl
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Harshvardhan Singh
Tf_zr_f_wa.éu.ng hr:r_u _a,f’ _;I 'j’ i!{U :

Harshvardhan Bingh had been involved with TRAL from the very heginning,
first as an eeonomic advizor, and then he continued with the organizalion as the
secretary. His role in the fledgling organizalion was imporlant, as he was one of
the few officeholders who had industny experience due to his stint at the WO
He played an active role in the issues relating to bandwidth availability and
pricing, and liased with the monopalistic VSNL. Singh played an important rele
in gathering the data from DoT on which the Telecommunication Tarift Order
1998 was based, he was with il right through the consultation process and finally
also played a crueial role in ensuring that the order was implermented; despite
opposition from the incumbent operators. The sagaeity of that pushing through
the TTO cannot be guestioned Loday, Carrently, he iz a DDG at the WO,

Dr Hemant Kanakia

Designed packel and cell swifehing
archifectures

The underlying concepts for Dr Kanakia's vision stemimed
[rom his tenure at ATET Bell Labs, where he led an elite
research team of engineers to design advanced data net-
worl switehing technology, The research forms some of
the core technology of today’s Internet,

: I Kanaldia is presently a partner with Columbia Capi-
tal and focuses primarily on lechnology investments: He was previcusly founder
and CEO ol Torrent Networking Technology (acquired by Erieszon, a Columbia
Capital portfolio company. Under Dr Kanakia’s leadeeship, Toreenl advanced to
become a leading innevator providing advanced Internet reuling solulions o
communications companies worldwide.

Hemant alao co-foanded and invested in Photuris, Ine and Gemplex, n busi-
ness-nelworking services provider offering secure connectivity worldwide through
its lagzhip 1P VPN product portolio.

v Kanakia holds a PhD in electrieal engineering [rom Stantford University, He
holds several patents in the field of packet and cell switching architectures and
real-time traffic management algorithms. Ower a dozen of his resesrch papers
have heen published in major communications and teade journals including those
of the TEEE, JSAC and SIGCOMM.

HK Desai
Major influence on storage networking

HE Degai, president, CBO. and chairman of QLlogic Corp, 15
elobally recopnized as one of the most influential persenalities
om storage networking, The reason: not only-did Desal sense
early the course that slorage networking would take in future
but also suecesafully diversilied GLogic’s operations. Under Desai’s leadership,
Hlogic has led the FO industry into innovative technologs devaloprent, diversi-
fied into new markets, and driven additional growth through acquisition.

The American Electronics Association presented Desad with an Executive of
the Year award in 1999, He atso received the Ernst & Young Entreprencur of the
Yeur award in 2000, Desai holds an M8 degree in electrical enginesring rom the
University of California Berkeley
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Dr Inderpal Singh
Mumick

The billing specialist

Dr Mumick, CEC and co-founder,
Kirnga, is termed gz billing specials

Jist. His pioneering work on the

Sunrize research project at AT&T
Bell Labs led Mike Milter, VE hilling,
ATET, to comment, *This changes
the paradigm of billing.” The Sun-
rizg project led to numerous billing
initiatives at AT&T and Lucent.
Mumick has also been the oo-
founder and CEQ of Savera; & 1005

web-hased billing selutions firm: He

is the aulhor of several key patents
in the aveas of billing, query opfimi-
zation, and materialized views, He
hias published and presented over A0
lechnical papere in leading journals
and conferences, and is the eo-editor
of a book an materialized views,

Mumick's work on recursion in
SELhas been incorporated into the
BGL 3 standard, and his work on
query optimization has been imeor-
porated into [BM's DB2 databaze.
Dy Mumick, a PhD holder in com-
puterscienes from Stanford Univer-
gity, 15 an international authority on
materialized views technology, and
hizwork on materialized views has
influeneed the implementation of
materialized views in the Oracle 8i
datahase,



